
U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

July 18,2013 

The Honorable John D. Rockefeller, IV 
Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science 

and Transportation 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Office of the Administrator 800 Independence Ave .• S.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20591 

Section 912 of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of2012 directs the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) to enter into an arrangement for an independent external review of FAA's 
energy-related and environment-related research programs and to submit a report containing the 
results of the review. 

The enclosed report by an independent review panel chaired by Professor Juan J. Alonso of 
Stanford University provides our response to this provision. 

In accordance with Section 912(a), the independent panel reviewed the research programs 
objectives, coordination of the research with other agencies, the allocation of resources, and the 
mechanisms for transitioning research results. The panel reported favorably on all areas, while 
expressing concern about future research funding levels and noting room for improvement in the 
transitioning of research. The FAA will take steps to improve research transition mechanisms, 
considering the guidance offered by the panel. 

We appreciate the recognition by Congress of the important contribution of our research to the 
future vitality of U.S. aviation. The FAA's strategic plan, Destination 2025, expresses our goal 
to develop and operate an aviation system that reduces aviation's environmental and energy 
impacts to a level that does not constrain growth and is a model for sustainability. 

We have sent identical letters to Chairman Smith, Senator Thune, and Congresswoman Johnson. 

Sincerely, 

fdtf!::GV 
Administrator 

Enclosure 



U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

July 18, 2013 

The Honorable John Thune 
Committee on Commerce, Science, 

and Transportation 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Thune: 

Office of the Administrator 800 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20591 

Section 912 of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of2012 directs the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) to enter into an arrangement for an independent external review ofFAA's 
energy-related and environment-related research programs and to submit a report containing the 
results of the review. 

The enclosed report by an independent review panel chaired by Professor Juan J. Alonso of 
Stanford University provides our response to this provision. 

In accordance with Section 912(a), the independent panel reviewed the research programs 
objectives, coordination of the research with other agencies, the allocation of resources, and the 
mechanisms for transitioning research results. The panel reported favorably on all areas, while 
expressing concern about future research funding levels and noting room for improvement in the 
transitioning of research. The FAA will take steps to improve research transition mechanisms, 
considering the guidance offered by the panel. 

We appreciate the recognition by Congress of the important contribution of our research to the 
future vitality of U.S. aviation. The FAA's strategic plan, Destination 2025, expresses our goal 
to develop and operate an aviation system that reduces aviation's environmental and energy 
impacts to a level that does not constrain growth and is a model for sustainability. 

We have sent identical letters to Chairmen Rockefeller and Smith and Congresswoman Johnson. 

Sincerely, 

Mti,Lf!::bV 
Administrator 

Enclosure 



U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

July 18,2013 

The Honorable Lamar Smith 
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, 

and Technology 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Office of the Administrator 800 Independence Ave .. S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20591 

Section 912 ofthe FAA Modernization and Reform Act of2012 directs the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) to enter into an arrangement for an independent external review ofF AA' s 
energy-related and environment-related research programs and to submit a report containing the 
results of the review. 

The enclosed report by an independent review panel chaired by Professor Juan J. Alonso of 
Stanford University provides our response to this provision. 
In accordance with Section 912(a), the independent panel reviewed the research programs 
objectives, coordination of the research with other agencies, the allocation of resources, and the 
mechanisms for transitioning research results. The panel reported favorably on all areas, while 
expressing concern about future research funding levels and noting room for improvement in the 
transitioning of research. The FAA will take steps to improve research transition mechanisms, 
considering the guidance offered by the panel. 

We appreciate the recognition by Congress of the important contribution of our research to the 
future vitality of U.S. aviation. The FAA's strategic plan, Destination 2025, expresses our goal 
to develop and operate an aviation system that reduces aviation's environmental and energy 
impacts to a level that does not constrain growth and is a model for sustainability. 

We have sent identical letters to Chairman Rockefeller, Senator Thune, and 
Congresswoman Johnson. 

Sincerely, 

Administrator 

Enclosure 



U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

July 18,2013 

Office of the Administrator 

The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson 
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Johnson: 

800 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20591 

Section 912 of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of2012 directs the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) to enter into an arrangement for an independent external review of FAA's 
energy-related and environment-related research programs and to submit a report containing the 
results of the review. 

The enclosed report by an independent review panel chaired by Professor Juan J. Alonso of 
Stanford University provides our response to this provision. 
In accordance with Section 912(a), the independent panel reviewed the research programs 
objectives, coordination of the research with other agencies, the allocation of resources, and the 
mechanisms for transitioning research results. The panel reported favorably on all areas, while 
expressing concern about future research funding levels and noting room for improvement in the 
transitioning of research. The FAA will take steps to improve research transition mechanisms, 
considering the guidance offered by the panel. 

We appreciate the recognition by Congress of the important contribution of our research to the 
future vitality of U.S. aviation. The FAA's strategic plan, Destination 2025, expresses our goal 
to develop and operate an aviation system that reduces aviation's environmental and energy 
impacts to a level that does not constrain growth and is a model for sustainability. 

We have sent identical letters to Chairmen Rockefeller and Smith and Senator Thune. 

Sincerely, 

Administrator 

Enclosure 


































